
Location

Address: 18 N College Ave, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E25, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 1.50

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1935

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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West facade.

Entrance detail.

Southwest corner.

Photos

Northwest corner.

South facade.
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Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Single Dwelling - Cross Gable

Roof Type Gable - Cross

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Shingle

Cladding Stucco

Structural System Wood - Platform Frame

Plan Rectangle

Cladding Wood - Clapboard

Styles:
Period Style Details

Mid-Late 19th and Early 20th 
Century Revivals

Tudor - Cottage

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1935 according to the Walla Walla County Assessor, does 
not appear individually eligible under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
Criterion C, as it does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or possess high artistic value. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architectural history.
The property does appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion B, as it is does 
illustrate a specific person’s important achievements. The property is significant for its 
20-year association with Kenneth A. and Marguerite Aplington’s productive life through 
their integral involvement with Walla Walla University students and university growth. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion D, as it is does 
not have important information that can contribute to our understanding of human 
history. 
The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and 
association; but has lost integrity of materials, due to multiple window replacements. 
The property is not located within a potential National Register of Historic Places historic 
district.
Kenneth and Marguerite Shropshire moved into the house ca. 1949 when Kenneth 
became chair of the English Department at the College, a role he retained until retiring in 
1965 and teaching part-time through 1967. The couple had returned to College Place in 
1935 for Kenneth to complete his degree, and by 1941 lived at 415 N College Avenue. By 
1937 through 1967, Marguerite worked as an account-ant for Walla Walla College. She 
graduated from Walla Walla College in 1927 with a major in education. Also known as 
“Dad” Aplington, Kenneth was actively involved in campus, alumni, and student 
activities, coached the first winning team in the Sonnenberg basketball game, and was an 
avid campus historian. The couple’s home was always open to students in need of 
someone to talk with. 
In 1969, Dr. Paul Howard Holden, a professor of modern languages at Walla Walla 
College and married to Brenda Sue, moved into the house. Walla Walla University has 
owned the property since ca. 1960 through 2019.
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Physical description: This platform-frame single-family house fronts N College Avenue. The Tudor Revival 
style, one-and-a-half-story residence stands on a parged concrete foundation and follows 
a rectangular plan. The steeply-pitched, side gable roof has a steeply pitched cross gable 
at the front entrance and is clad in asphalt composition shingles. The roof has modest 
gable and eave overhangs, with boxed eaves. Eave returns occur at the gable ends. Gable 
ends feature prominent rake moldings, with a bed molding at the gable ends, 
transitioning from the wall cladding to the soffit. A prominent gable end chimney with a 
tapered stack and decorative buff colored brick pattern work services the building. Brick 
are dark red in color with a raked finish. 
Textured stucco (troweled to leave a rough finish) clads the building, with a small section 
of lap siding in the peak of the cross gable. Dark red brick with a raked finish occur as 
rowlock sills below the win-dows, as soldier course bands around the round arched front 
stoop entrances, as a low wainscot on the front stoop enclosure, as three small 
decorative brick ends projecting from the stucco field on the south side of the stoop, and 
as a surround for the narrow round arched window at the front stoop enclosure. 
Wood sash, multiple lite windows provide day lighting and ventilation for the house. All 
openings have narrow wood casings and thin lug sills. The main front facade window 
consists of a fixed picture win-dow. A pair of 8 lite casement windows with an exterior 
wood sash screen occur at the south end of the front facade. The north facade has single 
8 lite casement windows on either side of the chimney, with a 4:1 window on the east 
end of the north facade. A pair of 4:1 windows occur on the south fa-cade. Three lite 
awning windows with metal window wells provide daylighting for the basement. 
The front entrance projects from the main facade and consists of an enclosed stoop with 
a low con-crete porch extending to the north along the front of the house. A similar 
porch projects off the rear of the house. A coal chute door is located at the north end of 
the front porch. Round arched doorways lead into the stoop and from the stoop to the 
porch. A short flight of curved concrete steps lead up to the stoop landing. A flush panel 
door with narrow casings provides entry to the building. The brick at the curved openings 
have been cut to taper in order to maintain even mortar lines around the circum-ference 
of the arch. The sidewalk approach to the house is indirect. 
The building’s cladding and plan remain intact with slight window changes. Alterations 
based on per-mits include: 1960, reroofed the house; 1962, interior remodel removing a 
partition; 2001, reroofed the building; and, 2008, reroofed the building with torch down 
type roofing. The pair of upper story windows on both the north and south facades have 
been replaced with 1:1 vinyl sash. A south facade, first story window has been replaced 
with an aluminum sash window.

Bibliography: Aamodt, Terrie Dopp. Bold Venture: A History of Walla Walla College. (Walla Walla 
College, College Place, 1992), p 165, 167.
City of College Place building permit records. 
R. L. Polk & Company, Inc., “Walla Walla City and County Directory (Washington). (R. L. 
Polk & Compa-ny, Inc.: Seattle, 1949 through 1969).
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
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